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TO HIS 


Royal Highness 
Tur 


PRINCE OF WALES, 


u 


GRAND MASTER OF ENGLAND, 
vel THESE FEW PAGES 


MOST HUMBLY DEDICATED, 


MOST ILLUSTRIOUS PRINCE, 


-— 


AS an obscure Member of that Ancient 

and Honorable Society over which your Royal Highness 0 
eminently presides, and upon which your Royal Highness 

. $heds such bright Beams of Lustre, as a mere Reptile I dare 
crawl through the long Stretch of Space between us (unoccu- 
pied unfortunately for me, by any Medium that avails me) 
most humbly soliciting the Honor of laying these slender Ef- 
forts at your Royal Highness's Feet, Deign, most Royal, Au- 


B | gust 


vil 
gust, and Grand Master to look down with a fostering Glance 
of that Fraternity which so truly and justly marks the Ma- 
sonic Character, however exalted, however depressed. That Be- . 
nignity of Soul which has 80 signally distinguished your Royal 
Highness in every Walk of Life, will, I hope, plead that 


Apology for this my Obtrusion, which I ardently wish, but 
find myself incompetent to Fashion. As a Lover of my King 
and Country, as a Mason and a Friend of Masons, I shall 
ever feel myself warmly disposed, and in every Point inte- 
rested, to invoke a Blessing upon your Royal Highness's 


Health and every Prospect of Happiness. | 


1 AM, 


WITH THE MOST PROFOUND SUBMISSION, 


YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESS'S : 
MOST OBEDIENT, 
MOST DEVOTED SERVANT, 
3 IHE AUTHOR. 


* BECCLES, SUFFOLK, . 


AUGUST 11, 1794. 


4 o 


MY BRETHREN—MY FRIENDS, 


PUBLIC AT LARGE. 


Oo 


THE present Discourse being the hasty Produttion 
of a few Hours, and consequently never intended for the pub- 
lic Eye, coines forward unsupported by any Merit, but what 
my Brethren were pleased to flatter me with by the SanQtion 
of their Request. Under their Sapiciths Suffrages it presents 
itself as the timid, feeble Offspring of a Mind whose highest 
Ambition it is to cultivate the Virtues, promote the Prosperity, 
and exalt the Dignity of the Masonic Order, If the Motives 
assigned can prevail upon the World to smile upon its Birth, 
their indulgent Patronage will greatly transcend the humble 
Hopes of the AuTaoR, and not fail to inspire him with a due 


Sense of Gratitude. 
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SERM ON. 


Ro MANs, c. XH. v. 4. f. 


« As we have many Members in one Body, and all 


Members have not the same Office: 


& So we being many are one Body in Chris, and 


every one Members one of another.” 
ol 


8 Tu universality described in this remark of the Apostle is 
that principle which distinguishes Christianity, and raises its 
excellence superior to every other religious institution. The 
cloistered bigot, whilst he narrows the great circle of benevo- 

_ lence and immures it within the selfich boundary of a Convent, 


reproaches the goodness of his Maker, and crucifies the love 
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forts through the most gloomy scenes of distress. 


„ 
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of «his Christ. There are certain feelings impressed upon bu. 


man nature by its great Author, and so interwoven in its very 


frame, that without recollecting the circumstantial qualities of 


time and place, or the relations of friend and foe, we are im- 


pelled to step out of ourselves, and relieve the yearnings of 
our own bowels. The whole world is the stage upon which hu- 


man sympathy acts its noblest part: we receive it from above: 


the good God has stamp'd upon our souls His divine image, 


which emanates from His moral perfections, and in which His 
goodness is the leading prominent feature: this image, unless 
its brightness be effaced by the rust of primæval depravity, 
like the rays of the sun which illumine the most obscure and 
cheerless corner of the earth, excites us to irradiate our com- 
Our Saviour, 
who wWas His express, His viſible image, by every precept, every | 
parable and His own example urges the same lesson upon our 
attention. The near relation in which we stand to Him, who 
6 was not ashamed to call us Brethren,” ſhould certainly work 


upon us to imitate and prattice thoxe kindred virtues, which 


80 


4 * ; ba 1 
N | q 
20 strongly cement our affinity, and by which” and which alone | 3) 
; we are united to Him as our head. It was His love for man- q 
kind that brought Him down from the mansions of glory, cloathed 
Him with the miseries and loaded Him with the sins of our flesh, 
; and led Him like a lamb to the slaughter. As He has given 
us “ an example to do as He has done to us,” so by virtue £3 © 
: of our union with Him and in obedience to His precepts we 
must not think it any scorn to be eyes to +the blind, feet to 
the lame, and fathers to the poor. 
Benevolence then is the spring of virtue, the fountain whence 
flow those streams, which, while they sweep away the rubbish, 
refine the drossy filth of the human heart: the fruit of Paradise, 
sour'd by the fall, sweetened by the redemption. It is so uni- 
versal a principle that all the chords of nature vibrate in the 3 
unison of harmony with each other. The mind thus naturally 
impregnated by ſuch Heaven-born seeds of benignity, as the- 
agent of the soul, cannot but bring forth the most lively, the 
most vigorous births of charity; charity uninfluenced by party 
| | politics, 


8 [1s n 
gelle or the confined distinction of religious. persuasions, like f 
the religion whose offspring it is, must be impartially diffused 


amongst all mankind: for, by one ppirit are we all baptized 
« into one body, whether we be Jew or Gentile, whether we 
be bond or free, and have been all made. to drink into one 
spirit. Consistently then with this spiritual union all the mem- ! 
bers sbould have the same care one for the other :” This is f 


— — — gp _— 3 


a general claim, a duty that addresses itself to every class of 


Christian nature, however discriminated. 


| But, as 4 all members have not the same office,” $0 A 
there peculiar duties annexed to our respective stations, the dis- 
| charge of which is essentially necessary to the welfare of the 
whole, and; without which there ut be < u schiem is the body; 
| so that „ the eye must not say to the hand, I have no need of 
; „ thee; nor again the head to the feet, 1 have no need of you.” N 

a Impressed with the importance of the general concurrence of all 

parts, and tenderly touched by the secret springs of brotherly 

love, 9 Shall be led to the faichful discharge of all the obliga- 


tions 
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tions of our individual line, and be animated by a due zeal for 
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the honor as well as the happiness of socicty. ® Fidelity to 
=» man and manners throws the mind into an attitude of beauty, 
and appears in the shape of all the social virtues ; 70 that be- 
« ing fitly joined together, and compafted by that which every 
« joint supplies, according to the effectual working in the mea- 
« sure of every part, they make increase of the body, to the 
cc edifying of ourselves in love.“ In all duly-constituted and 
well-regulated socicties there will ever appear a reciprocity of 
good offices, and a studious observance of the most minute 
part of social trust. St. Paul, in this very chapter whence my 
text is selected, has given us a catalogue of those virtues, 
which perfett as well as grace and adorn the gospel dispensa- 
tion. Among the rest he strongly inculcates the lessons of di- 


of 


ligence in the performance and faithfulness in the execution 
In every page is recommended, and 


our respective functions. 
by our Lord's denunciation against the hypocritical Pharisees 
is enforced the necessity, the expediency of sincerity in our 
every deportment, in all our intercourse with mankind. This, 


D 


Joined 
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| * joined with secresy and confidence, become the parents of true 
| 15 | friendship, that goodly each which so manifestly tends to cheer 
.the anxious brow of care, to smooth the rugged paths of life 
* 8 to sweeten its bitters, to allay its fears, animate its hopes, amd 
* renew the happiest scene of an earthly Paradise. Nothing gives 
3 more force and energy to those social powers which we feel 
| working within us, nothing more dilates the heart to the wide 
* | reception of the most substantial joy than that secret confiden- 
tial honor which inspires and swells the bosom of a faithful 
friend. Amidst the various changes and chances of this va— 
riegated life, many evils of a very poignant nature must arise, 
which need the supporting, the assistant hand of friendship. 
Many wounds will the cruel, the unchristian part of this world 
insolently, wantonly and insidiously inflict, which can only per— 
haps be healed by the balsamic medicine of tender kindness. 
The disconsolate spirit, stung by the lashes of a wounded con- 
3 science often finds no relief but from the soft-thrilling converse of 


an approved confidant. The stifled sigh, the half-concealed tear, 


the agonizing tortures of the distressful breast break from those 


fetters 
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fetters which false shame has fixed won the mind; and lean- 
ing without restraint on the bosom of those who love us, we 


inhale the balmy owiets of comfort. Our Saviour has displayed 


for our imitation the noblest pattern of friendship by conde- 


scending to the humble office of washing his Disciples feet, and 
laying down his life for his friends: few instances occur of 


such an expansion of soul betwixt man and man, man to man 


too frequently the foe: but to restrain such malignity the Gos- 


pel every where presses upon mankind the utility of an inter- 


change of gentle offices, in order to train us up for that state 


where the most fervent love, the most tuneful harmony, and the 


best- cemented © concord eternally dwell. Let us then, for our 


own sakes, whilst we sojourn in this vale of miseries, and for 


Heaven's sake, which smiles upon and fosters such godlike pro— 


genics, undo the heavy burden of our fellow pilgrim, and wipe 


away from our brother's cheek the trickling tears of sorrow. 


But, added to these duties which offer themselves to us 


in the private walks of life, we must not forget those precepts 


which 


A< 


Z , N x X R I * * EP 7 3.4 2% 8 1 £4; Sta * 2 20, 23d EIS Oo LIES YL S. > 24.a>-4 e v . RG . . AH 4 
[DE . , . ñ⁊ , y ñðé. j ẽl I 
Ev Ty, A % SSN r WT 5. — a N 1 . r 75 7 #3. N N * n 7 - 


— 


\ = \ * » 2 
1 z l : 
1 > i; 4 ths 1 . * \ o 2 | , | * 


3 8 9 ö * 
4 5 + — 4 | | | 1 
- 


L 16 J 


which relate to the r circle of that community, in which, 


ſeasted with every blessing we so happily live. At chis criti 


cal, this hazardous | junQure, when the dissatisfied, disaffetted 


minds of some men have lost their natural centre, we cannot 


to0 vigilantly guard against the insidious manœuvres and bold 


innovations of those who are sowing the seeds of sedition, spread- 


ing anarchy and confusion, and clogging the wheels of state. 
A cordial allegiance then to our good and gracious Sovereign, 
and a cheerful conformity to the well-poiz'd laws of civil go- 
vernment are principles not only di dated by reason and self- 


preservation, but inculcated by the precepts and example of 


our Saviour, and enforced in the writings of the Apostles. 


The Gospel is a system of peace, regularity and obedience: for 
the first three hundred years the Christians greatly gloried over 
the heathen in this, that though the Emperors were heathens and 
some of them furious persecutors of the Christians, yet there 


were never any seditious or disloyal persons to be found amongst 


chem, even when persecuted by the civil power. A Christian, 


„says Tertullian, is no man's enemy, much less the Emperors.“ 


And 


1 1 * x * % k 4 


5 
And Pliny Hide” Fecbmmendel them to the protection and 


patronage of the Roman Empire, as being a set of peaceable, 


harmless and inoffensive men. These were the features which 


formed the face of Christian politics, when the principles of 


the Gospel were better understood and more sincerely praftised. 
Would to God then we were all better Christians, that we 


might at least become better subjects. 


All these virtues which I have enumerated are the off- 
spring of Christ's religion: they ennoble human nature, give a 
lustre and beauty to social life, unite us as brethren, and $0 
being built upon a proper faith, wall condu@ us, 1 hope, to 
Heaven. Now Masonry and Christianity run parrallel with each 
other in the observance and enforcement of these tenets. This 


laudable institution has brought into existence those beauteous 


and noble structures of antiquity, which are deservedly the 
boast of Britons, and admired by the accurate, visiting eye: it 


bas been honoured by Kings and graced by Nobles: it's bene- 


volence appears from that indiscriminate liberality of attention 
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which has been paid to all foreign application, and Sony! the F 
number of provincial deputations which, have been granted to 
every quarter of the globe without reſpe& of pe ops, nations 
or perſuasions: the importance and utility of it have been 80 
closely felt that many requests have been. offered to the English 


Grand Lodge to peceive Representatives from the most distant 
ones, in order to strengthen the silken ties of the fraternity. It's 


charity is distinguished by the constant and liberal fund which 


has been raised for che relief of indigent brethren, wheresoever 


dispersed and howsoever distressed. It's friendship has been, 80 
often, so warwly experienced, that to, descant upon it would 
only be an insult to it's essence. The confidential trust which 
each man places in a brother gives a zest to friendship and a 


weight to. the institution: and it's ſecresy, whilst the wonder of 


the world, has been admixed as the most “ polished corner 
of che temple.” Sincerity claims no small part in it's praise; 
as the most obligatory sanctions bind us down to it's observ- 
ance. And as for loyalty, I will venture to assert, that no 
part of his Majesty's subjects breathe a more ardent spirit of 


true 
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true attachment. io the dignity of the Crown, the stability of 
the . and: the true Liberty and Happiness of the - 46 
People. | J 


It becomes the whole order then to take care that no 
& dawbings of untempered mortar be fuffered to deface the 
beauty or endanger the safety of this most ancient building; 
but, laying for a foundation % a stone, a tried stone, a pre- 
« cious corner stone, a sure foundation,” let us raiſe our work 
by the line, and lay our righteousness to the plummet. Let 
us square our conduct by the rule of God's word, and keep 
within the compass of that sphere in which he has been pleased 
to place us, always remembering, that though our secrets are 
hid from men, yet in the Lodge as well as upon the large 
theatre of the universe, we are immediately under the eye of 
that God from whom nothing can be hidden. Let us with 
honour and dignity, by unity and brotherly love convince the 


world, that Masonry, though ridiculed by the ignorant and sa— 


tyrized by the malevolent, yet has it's origin in Scripture and 
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is truly emblematical of Chriſtian graces. As ve have here 


— 
1 


1 | * no continuing city,” but look for one © whose builder is 
God,” let us lay aside all malice, all guile and hypocrisy, and 
becoming lively stones, build ourselves up “ into an holy tem- 
& ple, a spiritual house, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ; ” 
SO that when this lodge of life be closed, and the Lord © make 

4 up his jewels, we may be counted worthy to be preserved as 

ele& and precious, and having served one another in love here, 

may there still continue alembers one of another ;—which God 
grant through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with the Father 


and the Holy Ghost, the ever blessed and adorable Trinity, be 
aſcribed” all Honour and Glory, Majeſty and Power, Adoration 


and Praise, both now and ever. Amen. 
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; IN TWO VOLUMES OCTAVO, 
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PUBLISHED BY SUBSCRIPTION IN THE YEAR 17923 | 


Some Copies of which remain in the Author's Hands. | | 


| (PRICE SEVEN SHILLINGS.) 
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